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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study 1) fundamental social and economic states of
officials of the local government organization, 2) their roles in the agricultural development operations,
3) their problems and necessities in the agricultural development operations and 4 ) the differences
among the groups of the officials of the local government organization in the agricultural development
operations. The population in this study was 776 officials who held a position in the local government
organization in Samut Songkhram Province, consisting of board of executives, the members of the
assembly of the local government organization, and civil servants who had responsibility for
agricultural works. The 130 samples were selected by using simple random sampling methodology.
The data were collected by using questionnaires and analyzed by descriptive analysis and analysis of
variance. The findings of this study were as follows: 1) the board of executives were male, with
average age at 56.09 years. They were educated at bachelor degree level. The average period of their
holding the position was 5.86 years. The average period of their experience in doing farming was
13.86 years. They had done coconut gardening. The average income deriving from agricultural section
was 128,139.53 Baht/year, while the average income deriving from non-agricultural sections was
227,311.62 Baht/year. The members of the assembly of the local government organization were male,
with average age at 49.58 years. They were educated at upper secondary level or lower vocational
level or being equal to it. The average period of their holding the position was 5.37 years. The average
period of their experience in doing farming was 8.3 years. They had done coconut gardening. The
average income deriving from agricultural section was 106,930.23 Baht/year, while the average income
deriving from non-agricultural sections was 146,567.44 Baht/year. The civil servants were male, with
average age at 43.36 years. They were educated at bachelor degree level. The average period of their
holding the position was 11.64 years. The average period of their experience in doing farming was
4.75 years. They had done coconut gardening. The average income deriving from agricultural section
was 24,090.90 Baht/year, while their average income deriving from non-agricultural sections was
332,459.09 Baht/year. All officials in the three groups were served as the board of committee of the
Center of Agricultural Services and Technology Transfer at sub-district level. 2) Considering their
operations adhering to their roles in the agricultural development operations, it was found that all
officials in the three groups sometimes practiced at occasionally level. 3) It was also found that the
studied officials had problems on the marketing extension, and it was necessary that every related
sections should have united in their operations. Hence 4 ) it was found that although there were
differences in social and economic aspects among the three groups of the officials, the level of their
operations adhering to their roles was not different. They also suggested that the Department of
Agricultural Extension should have cooperated with their local government organizations in
agricultural development operations by holding farmer-centered.

Keywords: Agricultural development role, Local Government Organization, Samut Songkhram
Province
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